FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
and students may be seen in charge of a guide or teacher receiving
instruction regarding the exhibits. Many of the classes are often
organized parties from the provinces,"
Sir Martin Conway, M.P., visited the U.S.S.R. in 1924 to inspect
its art treasures, and on his return wrote very appreciatively of
what the Soviets were doing:
"The anxiety which has been felt in artistic circles as to the fate of
the Herrnitage at Petrograd and its contents is relieved by the report
of Sir Martin Conway, M.P., who has returned to England after visiting
Russia, on his own initiative, to inquire into the present condition of
Russian art treasures.
"Sir Martin Conway states that he found both the Hermitage and the
Kremlin at Moscow in a remarkably good state of preservation. In Petro-
grad the Winter Palace has been added to the Hermitage to form part
of a vast museum. The director is the same as before the war, and he
has in hand a scheme for the complete rearrangement of the national
museums which is expected to take thirty-five years to complete. But
all the time, according to Sir Martin Conway, the arrangements both at
Moscow and at Petrograd are being steadily improved. He saw few
signs of vandalism. It is said that only one article, and that of minor
importance, disappeared from the Hermitage.'*1
There was an insatiable demand for more museums throughout
the country. The Times report continued:
"Whereas there were fifty museums in Russia before the war, there
are now at least two hundred and fifty, and with the smallest encourage-
ment more museums would be established. Everywhere, he declares,
there is the keenest interest in the museums which have been founded.
In fact, the Government is said to be seriously troubled by the passion
for establishing museums. They are open to the public on certain days
and certain hours every week, and every village seems to desire its own
museum. Many of the principal houses, as well as the palaces and
museums, have been kept as museums, and in Moscow there are two
private collections of French pictures, which include some of the best
in the world."
Later, Sir Martin Conway contributed a series of articles to the
Daily Telegraph, in the course of which he stated:
1 The Times, June 24, 1924.
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